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Making a Difference 
Southern Region of the United States 
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 The red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW) is an endangered species 
that lives in mature pine forests from Florida to Virginia and west 
to southeast Oklahoma and eastern Texas. From the late 1800s to 
the mid 1900s, the RCW rapidly declined as the mature pine forest 
habitat was altered for a variety of uses. Currently, according to t
Endangered Species Act (ESA), when prescribed burning proje
are planned for areas with RCW, consultation must take place wit
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  This occurs approximate
times a year and the consultation takes 1-2 weeks. 
 
 

 
T ounterpa nder the Healthy Forests Initiativ

A cluster of red-cockaded woodpecker 
nesting trees. Note, there is very little 
understory. 
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